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Actress Nancy Kwan looks
back on her Hong Kong past
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ACTRESS Nancy Kwan was born in Hong
Kong and became famous with the release
of the 1960 film The World of Suzie Wong,
which was set in Wan Chai. This year
marks the 5oth anniversary of the movie.
Kwan recalls her recent visit and memories
of her home town.

“Coming back to Hong Kong this year has
been very special to me. | cant actually
believe it has been 50 years since we made
The World of Suzie Wong and still to this
day | get emails from people who love the
film and say it was the reason they first
came to Hong Kong.

It's not just that fact that it was my first
film that makes it so special to me. | had
been studying at the Royal Ballet School in
London when | got the role, but | was born in
Hong Kong and it has always been my home.

| grew up in Kowloon Tong and every
time | come back now | seem to be forever
lost — the city just changes so rapidly. That
is part of its nature, of course. There are
always more new buildings and there’s
definitely more smog.

My father — Kwan Wing-hong —was an
architect and | am proud to say that some
of his work remains, like China Light and
Power’s Art Deco building in Kowloon
Tong. | think more of the colonial buildings
should have been saved, for the young
ones coming up, as part of their education.

But some things about Hong Kong will
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never change. The smell is the same — |
could arrive blindfolded and the smell will
tell me where | am. And there are pieces of
my past here and of my family’s past.

Every week we would go for family
dinners at Jimmy’s Kitchen, either in
Central or Tsim Sha Tsui. It had — and still
has — that mix of the East and the West.

A bit like me, | suppose.

My father was Chinese and my mother
from the UK and so | guess that makes me
very “Hong Kong’' as even today you can
see the influences of both cultures here,
that mix. It helps make the city what it is.

During my trip back this year | walked
the streets of Wan Chai and it does

remind me still a little bit of the old days,
of the times that were depicted in the
film. There are still little shops there,
and of course there are still some bars.
| guess what people overseas liked about
The World of Suzie Wong was that the city
looked so exotic. And it still does.
| have this time been back to my old
school too, Maryknoll Convent School
in Kowloon Tong. It has been preserved
and there are so many memories for me
there. | was able to catch up with some old
friends and talk to the students about life.
Repulse Bay itself is still lovely and I still
like to go there. Sha Tin was another place
we would spend time — but it was a village
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then, now it’s a city. We had relatives in

Shek O and would go play on the beach.

I live in Los Angeles but Hong Kong is
still such a part of me, of my childhood
and my memories. | still get excited when |
fly in and see the airport, which is incred-
ible, and the new bridges and the progress.

For sure you miss some of the old
things, it is impossible not to. The Hong
Kong of Suzie Wong is certainly gone, that’s
for sure. But Hong Kong's spirit remains.

Every time | come home the city just
makes you feel alive. It is part of who we
are as Hong Kongers and part of the spirit
that we like to share with people who come
to our city.”

No place like
home: Hong Kong
has a special place
in Nancy Kwan’s
heart (left)
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Love story: Kwan
and William Holden
in The World of
Suzie Wong (right)
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people who love the
film and say it was the
reason they first came
to Hong Kong
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WATCH The World of Suzie Wong
onboard long-haul and selected
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